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‘ A legal child not a foundling

Samar is a 26 year-old woman from Al-Bab city which lies in the eastern countryside of Aleppo. At the age of
20, she was married to a Tunisian man who came to fight in Syria, and a year later, they had their first daughter
and named her Fatima. Next year they had another daughter and named her Khadija. Fatima now is 5 and
Khadjja is 4.

Samar says: “I found myself saying yes to marriage at that time for many reasons the most important of which
was my family’s bad financial conditions. No one forced me to accept, and I was completely willing to do that
in order to decrease the burdens my family had and maybe help them live a better life. We were six daughters
and a mother and we had no breadwinner. Four years after my marriage, my husband died in a raid on the
city, and due to the fear of being questioned or prosecuted by the regime I tore all the papers related to my
husband’s identity along with the marriage contract. When the area was free from ISIS, I came back with my
daughters, and it was clear to me that we were all alone with an unknown future especially when people would
ask me about the father of my two daughters. Yes... it was a legal marriage but who would believe that if there
had been no official contract to prove it, and the governmental institutions in the free northern Syria wouldn’t
recognize the existence of children if the father is absent.

Sometimes I think of following into the same footsteps as many other Syrian women who were married to
foreign fighters and register my two daughters with the surname of my family because a Syrian woman doesn’t
have the right to grant her nationality to her children so this would be the best solution, but in fact I always
refused to do that.

I believe that one of the simplest rights my two daughters can get is having the same identity and national-
ity as their father or even have the same nationality as their mother but law prevents this. My daughters are
growing older and they are prevented from receiving the regular education which requires showing official
documents that prove their identity so and in spite of my difficult life conditions I take them to private pre-
schools that accept their attendance without any
official papers. In addition, I can’t take them to
any medical centers to vaccinate or treat them
because they don’t have an identity”.

Raja is 28 years old, and she is from the north-
ern countryside of Aleppo. She says: “I was mar-
ried to a Moroccan man who fought for ISIS,
and a while later we had our son. Although our
marriage was registered in Sharia (religious)
court that belonged to ISIS at that time, I had to

tear all the documents and papers when we left




towards the eastern area because I was afraid of
being detained by the regime. After my husband
was killed, I came back to north Aleppo and I
couldn’t prove my son’s identity so he was con-
sidered as a foreign child with no identity. I went
through psychological and social stress and I had
to tolerate the ways people treated me and looked
at me because they thought I was a criminal. But,

I never cared. All I was concerned about is how

my son will grow up without having an identity

or a family name although I was married according to an official contract. I knew nothing about the Syrian laws

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
o
.
.
.
o
.

.governmental institutions refused to register my son because his father was a fighter for ISIS, but I never knew

and I that Syria prevents children from having the same nationality as their mother. At first I thought that the

Sthat it was because of the Syrian laws. We can do nothing, and I'm always afraid of thinking about the future
Sof my son and life. I know that there are many children who were destined the same, and that there are many

:women who know nothing about the Syrian laws”.

qle Syrian constitution of 2012 states the equality between the two sexes in terms of rights and duties except

or the law related to the Syrian nationality, and according to this law only the father can grant his nationality

to his children.
In that context, Mr. Muhammad Fares, a legal consultant talked about CEDAW convention which is centered
on giving mothers the right to grant their nationalities to their children, and this is what the Syrian law doesn’t
approve.
He also talked about the difficulties that Syrian women face due to this law. There are many women who tried
to give their family’s name to their children in order to officially register them in governmental institutions and
many hired specialized lawyers but this issue is still complicated.
Mr. Muhammad Fares elaborated on CEDAW convention which was signed and adopted by the UN in 1979,
and it was signed by more than 189 country. This convention consists of 30 articles, and its main goal is to
eliminate all types of discrimination against women. Some countries discussed all the articles and confirmed
that women are equal to men in terms of rights and in all the practical aspects of life. Other countries refused
to adopt this convention because of their local constitutions and because they think that the articles included
within this convention violate the Islamic Sharia (Religions). As for the Syrian law, it didn’t recognize the article
related to mother’s nationality being given to her children, although the constitutions of other countries granted
this right to the women living in them. The Syrian Regime justified its attitude saying that this article violates
the Syrian laws and Islamic religion.

Mr. Muhammad Fares also referred to the harm caused by the Syrian Regime to the Syrian wom



en by not adopting CEDAW convention, and he shed the light on injustice and marginalization being practiced
by the Syrian law against the Syrian women because it refuses to grant them their the rights on which it signed
within the CEDAW convention. Some countries, like Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia agreed on all these rights,
but haven't adopted them yet.

It's worth mentioning that there are many women who are suffering because of the discrimination being prac-
ticed against them by the society, and almost no one shows them any moral or psychological support.

This phenomenon is now common in north Syria especially in the areas that were under ISIS’s control. There
are hundreds of women who were married to foreign fighters and had children without being able to officially
register their marriage and as a result the children stayed identity-less, and the social burdens on these women
increased.

Mr. Muhammad Fares emphasized on the importance of rehabilitating the free northern Syria in terms of laws
and the instructions related to women’s rights because they are in dire need for that.

Lawyer Ms. Siba Alkhaled said that CEDAW is a convention to eliminate all types of discrimination practiced
against women, and it was adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1979, then it started being implemented
in 1981 and it consists of 30 articles. According to this convention, all countries who signed it must commit to
eliminate all types of discrimination practiced against women through working by all means on setting policies
that fight discrimination and fully equalize women to men. Syria joined the convention according to a decree
but reservations on many articles among which was the second term of article nine which states the following:

(women have equal rights with men to acquire, change or retain their nationality and that of their children).
Here we can see how contradiction of the laws within the Syrian constitution that agrees with CEDAW on
applying the principle of equal rights but violates it in terms of article 9 that makes women equal to men in
granting their nationality to their children, justifying this as a violation of the Syrian laws and the Islamic Sharia
(religion).

Women’s sufferings during the war have doubled to what they used to be during the times of peace, and now
they really need the CEDAW convention to be fully adopted in Syria, especially in terms of women’s right in
registering their children officially because the displacement movements resulted in many incidents that make
proving the child’s Syrian identity impossible. There are cases of marriage that wasn't officially registered, or the
registration documents have been lost, or even the father died or reported missing and all of these factors mean
the absence of physical and legal evidences.

So, when the mother is unable to prove the identity or nationality of her children because of the discrimination
practiced against her by the Syrian law, this means that the children will be in danger of having no identity or
nationality, and mothers then will have to face many challenges and go through a lot of pressure. We are full
of hopes about northern Syria, and we seek to rehabilitate it and modify all the discriminative texts and the

policies followed so that we can .put limits to women’s sufferings and equalize them as much as we can to men.
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Follow into My Footsteps ‘4\

«The path through which werre walking is
too long... and it needs a lot of effort and
patience... and our participation is still little
and limited because it needs much more em-
powerment and support... but we will never
feel desperate». This is how Nabiha initiated
her speech addressing women in northern Syria. Nabiha Al-Halabi is 22 and she>s from
Al-Bab city in the countryside of Aleppo. She studies in the media technical institute
in the Free Aleppo University, and she is now a member in the Sub-Committee of the

Women Support Unit.

Nabiha has been working in the field of media for almost three years, and she has
worked with many agencies. In the interview we had with her about her job she said:
«As I was taking the first steps in this field, many challenges stood against me due to the
stereotyping of women in al-Bab, but I never cared because I have a goal on which hbm

working hard to achieve, and I will continue working in the media field».

Nabiha participated in many media trainings and was one of the beneficiaries of the
project entitled: (Your Fingerprint Has an Impact) that was implemented in Al-Bab. She
believes that the last training entitled: (Human>s Rights Press) within the project was one
of the most important trainings she has ever attended as it>s relevant to her job and study
at the same time, and this helped her in writing newspaper articles. In addition, she will
work on filming a special report about the project: (Your Fingerprint Has an Impact) as

an attempt to sharpen her talent in the media field.

She says: «Personally speaking, I can see the great absence of women in many fields the

most important of which is the media, and I believe that there are many reasons for this.

The nature of community where we live may play the largest role in having very few
women who are interested in the media field, and the displacement movements led to
having many large and different components in the same area so we can see that there
are a lot of women who need to be empowered and to attend different trainings and ac-

tivities but they have a few opportunities for doing this.



Tyl

S ass 5)[.&2). J OJ._Q_:‘ ’ «d_shil) @ CAL..C‘}Z” Sl J—e aasal) > 5.)..3‘).?:” sl «J._ﬁl él_MJ 3

LSl dsl)) 03cas i) (L3 elaad) dousdl g9 ikl e 93, S Bpa g9 ikl 8,00

L
5,

LIl Lgis @ 81,L) (1S osd Buogd deall BAL
- i ki |

el 1y codly dalaikl § 81,k 530 52555 9 g9 ikl G Bugll O] «Bpaty CIB Eoe 4L
Shlge alaS]s S e Silad eliy I e Moy pladl el 8 poliag 81,41 Llad 8ol £
Ll el il m o ddas § Laysd Jumit) rogll md) oo b dmatznag dsls 35L3
Lo MeYl Houd) 558 32,k e
Olegame SN degite Ol s s Hlue g8l :d LB Cdlodly goall dh il oe Lal |
3oLl 81,k 593 32555 Jso raizme oo Olade J) A8LAYL dowyus ol ¥ e Lo |
O ga 85T Gbliog GLI divse ¢ OLualledl o degame b o5 LS aatzbl §
i 03 LS Lablas e ssall hd udy MYl 81,1 599 Jomit) ISy Ljls] d e

5 - o TS @ - o, © ANES .
d_:.l.c.c 32539 d_aw.Ug d_¢3|JJ| oaLi.nJl 9 (s)[_m.]l gl_l.g dg_v QL:JI d e oo ul_)’ﬂx? SN0 FERE

g9 bl s 8V Lol (o 0oy maizdl lgodl §

L1 |}

L1 I P % . b ‘LR

iy



Sl Ol slwd 9929 & 9SG 9 iall dmdl Gugll O] :d LB Cousdl Cosiliy
bt 303 s S mntzdl e diliie OIS oy yuly Slashell L& s 80l
Ussks dlong dolsdl LSVl 85l s Joasdl 3Lolsy dls Sl yuckl GLeadled)
Baers) dus 8l dimlll ducy o (33l Alie SIS o ST g9 bl s Cpusdly s
da 2031 e Wyl sl sty Lyl 8 CAB Eor L dsae § 81,41 0S89 oo
s el 8 DI e ISy Lulead) ES5LLN § BTkl 59 sy (e Seat) el 3
35 LS g3 Bylols crsyakl slie] Lyt el 5Sa) Loy e Joaslly 6551 Olodate
o JLazeYl oo Ol eedd Oyodly eludl Llo dgme zo ddos Jlis

Codly 81,b) 593 5= Bug @31 ST dead g9 dios g ide 78y e Joasd] o5 1580
Boas ¥+ Cpyi) sy 9,5kl O el =Ly ilyoLang 81,41 Lilaad 8 polik edlsd) , bas
Sl sz Aozl B3Laills 31 85U o Sl s S Slegosma A5 e -
5o Jyo rmaione ly o Slude wie 05 S oLl EAU Lo game JSU Loyl JS Bue
Sl go & A55Lably Ml oLy Olidess gatzd] § doslll 5lsaVl § oLl &)Lis :

el &3 Bul QLY Bo-dizg ddloxall Jgor madle] Cyus Il OIS SIS ) d8Ls)
«OLl - gl - deliy - Slel - publye - oo der Oled Bue o LMY (o degazl
ool @8 Ol diyae & el el o0l Jomi) g Lzl 680 o ads Lol
Al Llos § 81,4 590 dnnl Jgo otz §




e I.:jl.l_'\l L3l Oloas

L

5939 83Ladly mazzdl lsodly el oLy Jgor SLslaz M5 Jds sy Jlodl bl s Joass Tyt
15t

gy dadl sl dglas § 85Linall OLy ikl 8,8 diin gy bl 391 IS §do g9 bl O db ol uisds
Joor Olade § dS5Ladl sudl L yaik) s aopusl] Cosld LS cdha 251 a5 W go domdly Gy izl
Aahill g b Jyo Oluleg Oldloe § dS)Lall I (o dumazed] 35LaNy Ml <Ly

lgsld O ydih) s dsgame Canliy (gys] Glid) Sl yud) sds Jdn Oluatl jas cSHls (I Lsls)
Gblie e Olymmge Glyyaakl O Cs Slyyaak) 481 oo b Jlio peroly cludl Lilad (a5 OYLas LS
O Sl Olgyadl ede S Eoo LN dhie ge Glogeg 593l 500 - o - 3-died - aas ddlize
doos Eoo degs o IsVI ST disad” g3 i pimy woly pas iS e gmess L3LEL Susally ey j2lsd
IS Ol oda Jte § A55Lil) po,all ) paad Y Glo Ul el Losww 0o it elucd] 48180 Ly 185
5 Clgw Cum dodlidl Glaie se Sloyadll sds Oukss s iy Slslsll of glos¥l cuus JLisd
oo W39 "SI dalite - by Dl Late ddome Slodite Bue mo cluid dlin OIS (Sg3lhad 830039 «Ludl
iz Olols Ll e Joasdly SlalasYl ol s

Slagudl g9 8,41 59 o3 Bumg § Sg-ae ylye dowus dLblie 03 g3 8kl oo mugs JSiio Cousdly
B, L) (1S5 o Bumg) aloudail dsy 5SUg cgunts o3 dlole g0 ol Jas " CIB o g9 il pad
1S ol S 1080 Lyt 3l Olappasll dols TS (gudty 3 G5 BgodasS

Gl doaly 493y gl Comoly oyl d—aslly Jaaill 6395 s Cozyg J posbl LY e gl
oy Ll O pao 5 blell Lyllay] s @y asle (e o Oymd S el 90 (e TS Byl Sl
e A8 oo gy dalies Lt gatzms (e o0 LS Chcall gatzdl go BMe S5s3I Bl oLy
s ol 5 sl s 1S sy CBLAT Ll moladl ST e 5T Wliaad” g9 e O dsmas GaST
o 1=SJ1s LT Ly darlony LS ) Ol pudl bl (g8 3Ll Gl pus s Lol (aslly gase sl ozl
8,350 0951 Of s 8)3L85 $3L3 ate s Us—amdl gihiuly 23159 595 J 0L diege Eimuol oo sl



=

“Your Fmgerprmt Has an Impact... |

L |

“(Your Finger Has an Impact) is our new tool to decrease the conflicts in the area’, this -

% is how Ms. Nasra Alkurdi, head of the project entitled: (Your Finger Has an Impact),

described it. The project is being implemented in Al-Bab by the Women Sub-Committee
| of the Women Support Unit.

Ms. Nasra said that the aim of this project is to enhance women’s role in the area and
draw the media’s attention to advocate for women’s issues as well as the peacebuilding
process through building the capacity of 30 women and providing them with social and
self-leadership skills. Moreover, the project aims at activating women’s role in decision
making and peacebuilding through enhancing their media role.

When Ms. Nasra was asked about the activities implemented within the project, she
answered: “the project consists of various activities distributed on three-day-long train-

ings that target three groups of women, in addition to social dialog sessions related to

enhancing the role of a female leader in the society. A group of women from Akhbaruna %

W Ll

'I'!.i‘;'\. el *- . "-1 1 .'. I'...".
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(dur News) Team were trained in Al-Bab and other areas to become me- " : )

_ N
dla professionals with the aim of activating women’simedia role and shed : jh !
" ‘b..‘
thc light on women’s issues. Three murals about peacebuilding, soc1al 1! [l”-“
H II
and self-leadership, and enhancing the social dialog process were also

1m:plemented in Al-Bab, and this was the last stage of the project”.

She also ‘added: “the long-term objective of the projectlies'in the exist-
ente of female trainers who have the ‘ability to convey information and
traéin different groups of the society. In addition; the project aims at.en- 3

haincing the experience of the female trainees who work on the electronic

ne:ws special for Akhbaruna (Our News) Magazine”. : :
Taiks about the project included an interview ith Ms. Nadin Taha, head 1 R " .‘-!_-‘I'i:
of the Sub-Committee of Women: Support Urt‘m Al-Bab, and she told } & : :%2
Alghbaruna (Our. News) Team: “The committee has a lot of activities; =% | Hi
thLSfough which it seeks to activate and empéi‘\;ei" omen’s participation .1%": ';
in gthe political process by cooperating with oltﬁ:g;:‘;zations to train :',t]-

woemen on training of trainers (TOT) and conflict management, }bere
wes also a campéigﬁ with Institute for War and Peace Reporting to sup-
port women who survived after being detained by the Assad regimé”.

Recently; a proposal has been raised about the project: (Your Finger Has

an Impact) which aims-at enhancing women’s role and drawing the n
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dia’s attention to advocate for women’s issues as well as the peacebuilding prc

cess. The project sought to train 30 women who were divided into three groups
and then given three trainings (with a duration of three days long for each) on
self-leadership, social leadership, and peacebuilding. Social dialog sessions were
also held within the project to promote women’s participation in leadership roles
in the society, decision making processes, and participation in peacebuilding.
Moreover, there was a three-day- long media training on press and human’s rights,
and it targeted a group of media personnel from different committees “Afrin, Jara-
blus, Azaz, Bazzaa, Qabbasin, and Al-Bab”, who work within the field of the news
in Akhbarun. The aim of the training was to activate women’s media role in Al-
Bab to help raise awareness in the society about the important role a woman can
play in the peacebuilding process.

Finally, we are working on the current activity which is implementing three murals
related to peacebuilding, social dialog, leadership, and women’s role.

Ms. Nadin Taha believes that the project achieved its task, because while imple-
menting the activities, women who were trained showed a clear desire and interest

in participating in the peacebuilding process and social dialog. Many trainees be-
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ggan participating in sessions and initiatives related to peacebuilding and social leadership
gin addition to the situation in the area.
§In addition, some of the trainees participated in conveying these trainings to other social
groups, while others wrote articles specialized in women issues, and this created a sense
gof harmony among all the trainees who are either IDPs from different cities like Homs,
gDamascus, Aleppo, and Deir-Ezzor or residents from Al-Bab. These trainings broke the
gice among them and they learned how to speak depending on one culture that combines
them all as one person.
éThe project: (Your Finger Has an Impact) is considered the first of its kind because it al-
gmost reached all the interactive women even those who were unable to physically attend
gthe trainings due to the conditions, and customs and traditions. So, all the trainings were
gheld on virtual platforms to facilitate women’s participation and build their capacities.
‘There has been cooperation with many local organizations like Sahabt Watan (Country’s
ECloud) and Badael (Alternatives) Organization, to evaluate the community’s’ needs and
ork on providing them.
Broader talks about the project included an interview with Ms. Khadija Arabi, a member
in Women Support Unit and one of the women targeted by the project. Khadija said: “I
mainly work in psychological support, but after joining Women Support Unit and becom-
ing a member of it, I started feeling more self-confident and the trainings I have recently
attended helped me a lot in stepping out of the framework that was put for me by some-
one else. I also stepped out of my routine work, developed a clear vision of my future, and
learned too many things about women’s role so I feel now that I'm a massage carrier and
I must deliver it to the world. I attended a training on peacebuilding and it enhanced my
relationship with the hosting community because I come from different community and
background and people here have their own culture”.
Khadija confirmed that the project: (Your Finger Has an Impact) is one of the projects that
played a great role in raising awareness and having an aspiration individually and practi-
cally. “As for the leadership trainings they are the best and we had a dire need for them.
Now I believe that I have role to play in the society and I have the motivation to hold a

leadership position. I can also act as an influencer in my society”.
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“ Who we are:

Women Support Unit is a civil society organization, concerned
with the women related issues (affairs) and seeks to empower
them politically, economically, socially and culturally alongside

to meet their needs.

To create a healthy community in which women are empowered
and able to contribute to bulding the community and facing the

challenges in partnership with the men.

Women Support Unit targets the women who are facing difficulties
regarding playing their optimal role in the society and seeks to
empower the women in the Northern and Eastern countryside of

Aleppo politically, socially, economically and culturally.



i 1 ; . . by \t_' : 5 ) rui 8 : t":"w" 0N TR
N N b Tt LEEEE (Y 4 AR o)
AR . I L I | ] I ' ‘!. '
. " \ i‘? by b K %1 E’-‘l..l-' L‘I_.;- '.I ; '.II“'" .h.- | j ‘
. AR LR ST Y SR R e
i I'- ﬁl' ! < hi ".l g .I"""'u 5 L :l 1 L h| L I"""I 3 HL- k
Yoo et P AL, ALY . ] Y N I
1 & - oy i Yuo K % .‘
} L " . I L \ b
% . '1 . - T
| ' b Vi) T | - iy : I : by
S N L el

it \
. { 1 - .- ¢
N 1 B § T ] %
- 1Y, o REE e s
. by 1 1 ] L 1 |
-b I Py t b I \
3 5 )
% iy LN ¥ W ! " g !
i Thy ) 3 1 LN
e ] : ! ‘ I
¥ ! ] I |
b K v 1 i ' I ; :
9 1 i | -
; 5 1
] tt..m . ||~' =
: L
- [ I~
- ) .
:i - l' !

O s hrall xe (SIloliBly 0S3))ludiuly eSilin] LgS)Ls




